[Prevention of cardioembolic stroke].
Stroke and atrial fibrillation (AF) constitute a true vascular epidemic with catastrophic consequences. The most common and devastating complication of AF is cardioembolic stroke but this catastrophic event can be predicted and prevented. Accurate etiologic diagnosis of stroke is essential for effective prevention. The percentage of cryptogenic ischemic strokes is too high and detection of AF and other causes of cardioembolic events should be improved. Cardioembolic cerebral ischemia can be prevented. However, because of physician inertia, lack of patient adherence and the problems of vitamin K antagonists, many patients are at risk of cerebral ischemia. Recently, major advances with drugs such as dronedarone, dabigatran and FXa inhibitors have opened the way to improving stroke prevention, as reflected in therapeutic guidelines, and neurologists should be familiar with these drugs. There is reason to hope that much suffering can be avoided.